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The British Council is the place to find out about the wide range of programmes 
available providing an international experience for children, young leaders, students, 
graduates, teachers, business professionals and employers.  It has operations in 110 
countries, and can offer help to find partners and provide the support to develop lifelong, 
mutually beneficial relationships.  There are programmes for schools, for people seeking 
vocational training and work experience, for sports and for teaching.  For more details 
see: www.britishcouncil.org/learning-international-experience.htm 
 
Many of the exchanges are for young people and are administered as part of Connect 
Youth - a department of the British Council. It runs programmes that give young people 
an international experience. These programmes range from group exchanges to 
individual voluntary service. It also provides funding to help those working in the youth 
field develop skills and establish contacts necessary to do their work better.  Connect 
Youth is supported by a network of twelve committees across the UK who make nearly 
all the grant-giving decisions and offer a wide range of advice and support locally.  There 
are currently six major programme areas: 
           

1. European YOUTH Programme - this programme is subdivided into four areas: 
European Youth Exchange Programme, European Voluntary Service, Youth 
Initiatives and Support Measures 

2. Bilateral Youth Exchanges                       
3. Causeway British-Irish Exchange  
4. Language courses for youth workers 
5. Training courses for youth workers, leaders and administrators 
6. Special projects 

 
Detailed information is given on their website: www.britishcouncil.org/connectyouth-our-
programmes.htm 
 
Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council  
Commonwealth House, 7 Lion Yard, Tremadoc Road, Clapham, London SW4 7NQ, tel: 
020 7498 6151, website: www.cyec.org.uk  
 
This is a voluntary body responsible for giving information, advice, training and 
government money to groups of young people aged 16-25 involved in two-way 
exchanges with Commonwealth countries. Priority is given to reciprocal exchanges with 
Commonwealth countries in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean. Applications for a grant 
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must be in at least nine months before the visit.  
 
CYEC awards a small number of travel bursaries each year to individual youth 
exchange organisers but no money is available for individual study visits or research 
projects. 
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